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THE OP3RAJ'IOll0 OF THE 3d 3ATTALION 

28TH Ilfi!,UTRY R:!JGUJENT (8TH HIF. DIV.) 

SIEG RIVER OnEN0IVE, RUHR POCKET 

31 MARCH-4 APRIL 1945 

(CENTRAL EUROPE CAl•!PAIGN) 

(Personal experiences of a Ba.ttalion Commander) 

IllTRODUCTIOH 

This monograph covers the operations of the 3d Battalion, 

28th Infantry Regiment, 8th U. s. Infantry Division in the 

:hag River Offensive from 31 March to 4 April 1945 (Central 

Europe Campaign). This action took place on the southern 

rim of the Ruhr Pocket. It was part of the opening phase by 

elements of the First and Ninth Armies to reduce the Ruhr 

Pocket. 

By the early part of March, 1945 the Allied Armies in 

the West controlled the west bank of the Rhine River from 

Nijmegen in Holland to its junction with the Moselle at 

Z:oblenz. (1) 

The Allied Armies were in position to deliver the knock

out blow to Germany. 

On 7 March 1945, elements of the 9th u. S. Armored Div

ision seized the Ludendorf Bridge at Remagen and developed 

a S!lll.1l bridgehead across the Rhine River. By 25 ~>:arch 1945, 

(1) A-1, p. 88. 
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elements of the 1st U. S. Army had extended this bridgehead 

to an area of ten miles deep and thirty miles long. The 

German High Command, expecting a drive on the Rahr area from 

the bridgehead, had concentrated strong forces of Army Groap 

B north of the Sieg River to meet the threat. On 26 March 

1945, the lst Army broke oat of the Remagen bridgehead. 

Instead of driving north to the Rahr, the 1st Army spearheads 

drove soatheast toward Lembarg, east toward Marbarg, and then 

northward toward Paderborn. (2) 

• 

On 24 March 1945, the American 9th Army forced a cross

ing over the Rhine River between Wesel and Daisbarg. Spear

heads of the 9th Army raced toward Paderborn. On 1 April 

1945, elements of the lst u. S. Army and the 9th U. S. Army 

made contact in Lippstadt to the west of Paderborn. The 

encirclement of the Rnhr was complete. (3) 

This manenvre constitated the largest doable envelopment 

in history. The whole of the German Army Group B and two 

corps of Army Group H were trapped in the Rnhr area. There 

were inclnded among the enemy, picked troops who had been 

massed in March to defend the southern approaches of the Rahr 

against a northern offensive which the enemy had erroneously 

expected from the Remagen bridgehead. An estimated 350,000 

enemy troops had been trapped. (4) 

The 8th U. s. Infantry Division, after having partici

pated in the drive of the 1st u. S. Army across the Rhineland 

(2) A-1, p. 90. (3) A-1 p. 90, 94. (4) A-2 p. 82. 
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Plain from 23 Febr~ary to 8 March 1945, was placed in VII 

Corps Reserve in the vicinity of Cologne. On 14 March, the 

8th Division was ordered to relieve the 1st U. S. Infantry 

Division of its defensive mission along the Rhine River from 

a point north of Weaseling to the southern edge of Bonn. (5) 

On 28 March 1945, the 8th Division was relieved of its 

defensive role. The Division moved across the Rhine River 

so~th of Bonn, relieved the lst Infantry Division on the right 

flank of the 78th U. S. Infantry Division, and ass~med respon

sibility for a sector just south of the Sieg River. This 

sector extended from Wissen to the northwest of Siegen, Ger

many. The Division then attacked thro~gh scattered and vary

ing resistance to the line of the Sieg River. (6) 

The 28th Infantry Regiment relieved the 26th Infantry 

' Regiment, 1st Division, on the right flank of the 78th Div-

ision. At this time the 26th Infa.ntry Regiment occupied a 

general line on the high gro~nd about 3 miles so~th of the 

Sieg River and west of '•Vissen. 

With the 1st and 2d Battalions the 28th Infantry Reg

iment pushed to the line of the Sieg River d~ring the after

noon of 28 March and during the day of 29 March 1945, Resis

tance varied from light resistance offered by small scattered 

enemy groups to stiff resistance met in the towns of Wissen, 

Scheurefeld, Alsdorf, and the so~thern portions of Betzdorf, 

From Division Headquarters, orders were received to hold 

( 5) A-3 P• 62, 80, 81. ( 6) A-3 P• Bl, e6. 
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along the south bank of the Sieg River. (7) 

By the evening of 29 March 1945, the regiment was hold

ing a front of eight and one half miles extending along the 

south banks of the Sieg River from the western portions of 

Wissen to the eastern side of Bracbbach. The 2d Battalion 

was made responsible for the sector from ·nssen to the Re

entrant terrain feature west.of Soheurefeld. The 1st Bat

talion assumed responsibility for the sector from Scheure

feld to the right flank of the regiment. The Re-entrant be

tween the 1st and 2d Battalions was occupied by the 1st 

Platoon, Company I under regimental control. Permission was 

secured from·Division to cross the Sieg and occupy theRe

entrant since it projected back into our sector for approxi

mately 1200 yards and commanded the observation of the 1st 

Battalion sector for several thousand yards. (8) 

The Re-entrant and also the towns of Wissen, Scheurefeld, 

Bruohe, the southern portions of Betzdorf, and Braohbach were 

occupied in force by our troops. The terrain between the 

above mentioned areas was controlled by outposts, observation 

posts, and foot and motor patrols from the line battalions 

assisted by the Regimental Intelligence and Reconnaissance 

Platoon. The 3d Battalion, in regimental reserve, was located 

in the vicinity of Steinberg. Arrangements had been made for 

sufficient transportation to make the battalion mobile. 

Enemy activity on our front at this time consisted of spor

adic harassing fire and occasional patrols into the wide 

regimental sector. Enemy forces of undetermined strength 

(7) A-4 p. 47. (8) Statement Col. Beck. 
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were located in the towns o:f Wissen, the northern side of 

Batzdorf, and along the north shore of the Sieg River 

opposite o~r regimental sector. 

TERRAIN ANALYSIS 

The terrain in the sector of the 28th Infantry Regiment 

was characterized by r~gged hills and mo~tains with heavy 

growths of cultivated forests. It was essentially a mining 

area dotted with iron mines. The hills and mountains ware 

cut by deep and thickly wooded ravines. The Sieg River, a 

tributary o:f the Rhine River, cut a long, narrow, and deep 

valley thro~gh the area. In some places, the valley ass~ad 

the aspects of a gorge. From an elevation of abo~t 550 feet 

mean sea level at the river line, the gro~nd rose abruptly 

and sharply to heights of over 1500 feet mean sea level both 

to the north and so~th o:f the river. The Sieg River itself 

was fordable at numero~s places. The river's width averaged 

about fifty feat; its banks ware steep, and in times of heavy 

rains the river was subject to flash floods. 

A double track railroad paralleled the south side of the 

Siag. The track joined the town of Siagen and connected with 

the Cologne and Giassan Railways. The north side of the river 

was paralleled by an excellent hard-surfaced macadam road. 

There were other excellent hard-s~rfaced roads and a :fine 

road nat in the area. 

In addition, the area was dotted by small towns and ham

lets. In the regimental sector, two average size towns were 
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located a.long the river. These were 'Nissen and Betzdorf. Of 

the two towns, Betzdorf was more important. In addition to 

the donble track railroad connecting the town, several single 

track lines passed throngh Betzdorf. A large marshalling area 

plns several heavy indnstries inclnding machinery and wagon 

works were located in the town. The Sieg River divided the 

town in two. In 1933, Betzdorf was reported to have a pop

nlation of 8,781. (9) 

From the defensive point of view, the terrain was adapt

able to strong defensive or delaying action. Excellent cover 

and concealment existed for the concealment of troop move

ments or troop concentra-tions. 

MISSIOll ASSIGNED 28TH H;F. REGT., l'IIGHT 31 MARCH 1945 

At approximately 2000 honrs, 31 March 1945, Colonel 

Thomas H. Beck received sudden orders from-Division Head

qnarters to attack across the Sieg River withont delay, seize 

the high ground e.cross the river in the regimental zone of 

action, and establish a bridge-head ~afficiently wide enough 

so that the east-west road pa.rall eling the north side of the 

Sieg River could be used by our forces. Colonel Beck was 

further notified that neither Engineer support above the nor

mal supporting platoon nor any bridging equipment would be 

available to the regiment. All available bridging equipment 

and the major p~rt of the Division Engineers were to be placed 

in support of the 13th and l2lst Infantry Regiments of the 

Division. The two mentioned regiments were to attack in the 

( 9) A-5, p. 211. 
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Siegen area northwest of the 28th Infantry zone of action. 

( 10) 

REGIMEllTAL C01:1iANDER' S ORl>ERS AN.!J PLAN OF ATTACK 

At approximately 2030 hours, 31 March 1945 the ba.ttalion 

commanders and Regimental Staff were assembled a.t the Regimen

tal CP in Steinroth. The regimental commander who had made a 

map study and map reconnaissence, issued his order as follows: 

(1) The 2d Battalion on the left of the regimental sector 

was ordered to cross the Sieg River in the vicinity of 'ilissen, 

seize and hold the north section of Jissen now occupied by 

the enemy, seize and hold Hill 311, and be prepared to con

tinue the attack to the north. Uo efforts were to be made to 

hold the ground between :i'iissen and Hill 311. 

( 2) The 3d Battalion •was ordered to cross the Sieg River 

between Scheurefeld and Betzdorf, seize and hold Hills 312 

and 313, and be prepared to continue the attack to the north. 

In addition, the battalion c ormnander was told to s tey out of 

Betzdorf if at a 11 possible. It was known that the enemy 

occupied Betzdorf in strength and it was not desired to get 

involved in a costly and time consuming engagement there. It 

was felt, too, by the regimental corr.r:1ander the t after Hills 

312 and 313 were taken Betzdorf could be teken without much 

trouble. 

( 3) The 1st Battalion '.~as ordered to hold its present 

position, be prepared to .cross the Sieg River in the vicinity 

of Kirchen on the night of 1 April, and seize and hold Hills 

( 10) Statements Col. Beck, 27 March 1947; Nitness, self. 
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314, 315, 316, and 317. The lst 3attaJion was ordered to 

assist the 3d Battalion by fire ~herevsr possible or necessary. 

It was to render further assistance to the 3d Batta.lion by 

providing guides 19ho were familiar with routes of approach to 

the river and the possible crossing sites which the 3d Bat-
' 

talion might use to accomplish its mission. 

(4) Cannon Company was attached to the supporting Field 

Artillery. 

(5) Anti-tank Company and the I and R Platoon remained 

under regimental control. 

( 6) One plato on each of Company B, 644 Tank Destroyer 

Battalion was attached to each battalion. 

(7) Time of attack for the 2d Battalion was set for 

2300 hours. Mission was to be accomplished by both battalions 

by daylight 1 April 1945. 

( 8) l'lo artillery preparations ·:1oula be fired except on 

call from battalion commanders. ( 11) 

THE ATTACK OF THE 2:.! BATTAliOii OH HILL 311 

The 2d Battalion after a short delay jumped off at 2330 

hours. After meeting stiff resistance on its initial cross

ings over a dama.ged railway bridge at ;7issen, the battalion 

accomplished its mission by 0700 hours 1 April 1945. 

3D BATTAliOlil COEl:ANDER' S ORDErtS Al<D PlAN OF ATTACK 

The 3d Battalion with which we are mostly concerned in 

this monograph was commanded by acting ba.ttalion commander 

( 11) Statement, Col. Beck, 27 :March 1947; Nitne~s, self. 
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Captain George E. Tate. The 3d Battalion commander in a con

ference with Colonel Beck and Major Bob Lybrook, the ba.ttalion 

commander of the ls t :aa ttalion, decided the t the ;3d Battalion 

would attempt a crossing at Point A (see sketch) in the zone 

of the 1st Battalion. The 1st llattalion would furnish guides 

to lead the 3d Battalion to the area of the crossing and to 

the crossing site itself. Guides were selected from Company 

A since that oom:9any held the sector in which the 3d Battalion 

was to cross. 

At the 3d Bat tali on CP, Captain Tate gave the situation 

and outlined his plan to the Battalion Staff and company com-

manders. The plan was as follows: 

( 1) Lieutenant Schneider, platoon leader lst Platoon, 

Company L., would lead a picked combat patrol across the Sieg 

River at Point A, and secure a crossing site on the north side 

of the river for the battalion. On securing the site, Lieut

enant Schneider was to send back messengers to the battalion 

commander in the forward assembly area (Lasdorf) with all 

information secured at that time. The messengers in turn 

were to act as guides for the rest of the battalion in its 

crossing of the river. The combat patrol would leave by 

motor, as soon as the patrol could be assembled and briefed, 

for the Company A Command Post in Soheurefeld. From Soheure

feld, the patrol would leave on foot for Lasdorf where it 

would pick up guides from Company A and be led to the cross-
• 

ing site. The combat patrol was given until 0100 hours, 

1 April 1945 to accomplish its mission. 

(2) The battalion would move without delay by motor to 

the vicinity of Scheurefeld. From Soheurefeld, the battalion 
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would move by foot to a forward assembly area in lasdorf. 

(3) As soon as lieutenant Schneider's patrol had accomp

lished its mission, the battalion would cross the river in a 

column of conpanies in the order L, K, and I Companies, pass 

through the patrol at B and attack immediately to seize the 

objectives, Hills 312 and 313. L Company would swing to the 

left and seize Hill 312. K Company would swing to the right 

and seize Hill 313. I Company (minus the 1st Platoon) would 

relieve the patrol and be ready to assist either K or L Com

pany in seizing its objective. 

(4) M Company, under command of Captain J. C. Hillman, 

would attach one section of heavy ma.chine guns to each of the 

rifle companies (one section of heavy machine guns was already 

attached to the lst Platoon, Company Lon regimental mission). 

The 81-mm mortars were to support the battalion attack from 

positions in Bruche. An 81-mm mortar forward observer with 

SCR 300 Radio was assigned to Comprny K and one to Company L. 

I Ul 

(5) The Batte.lion Anti-tank Platoon and the 3d Platoon, 

Company B, 644 Tank Destroyer Battalion would remain mobile 

ip Bruche and be prepared to displace across the river on bat-

ta1ion order. 

(6) One K ration was to be issued eech man. Extra am

munition would be drawn in the forward assembly area. The 

kitchens were instructed to prepare a hot meal for the night 

of 1 April 1945. Feeding details would be given later. 

( 7) The S-1 and Batta.1ion Communications officer were 

(12) Statements, Capt. Hillman, 14Feb. 1947, Capt. Tate, 
12 Jan. 1947. 
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to proceed to Scheurefeld and set up a temporary Battalion CP. 

(8) The Battalion Aid Station was to be located in the 

vicinity of Bruche. 

( 9) The battalion commander stated that he would proceed 

with the battalion S-2 to the forward assembly area with the 

battalion. 

The battalion closed into the forward assembly area at 

Lasdorf about 0030 hours the morning of 1 April 1945 and 

prepared to cross the Sieg River as soon as Lieutenant Sch

neider had accomplished his mission. (13) 

THE ACTIOlJS OF LT. :OCHNEIDEr( AND THE CO:U:BAT PATROL 

Lieutenant William Schneider was a former Antiaircraft 

Artillery officer who, after eight weeks of special training, 

had been converted into an Infantry officer during the time 

when Infantry platoon leaders were sorely needed. He had 

joined the regiment late in March, and for the Lieutenant, 

this was his first combat action. At approximately 2130 

hours, 31 March 1945, Schneider was summoned to the Battalion 

CP where he was briefed on the enemy situation, the battalion 

mission and plan of maneuvre, and also his own mission. His 

orders were to proceed by motor with his patrol to the Com

pany A Command Post where he would be furnished with guides 

who would lead him to Point A. He was to cross at Point A, 

secure a passageway for the battalion, and send guides back 

to the battalion com~ander in Lasdorf in order to lead the 

(13) St8tements, Capt. Tate, 12 Jan. 1947 on his plan of attack. 
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rest of the battalion across the river. In the briefing, the 

battalion S-2 informed lieutenant Schneider that the expected 

enemy resistance was considered negligible. 

The Lieutenant was given a patrol of two squads number

ing twent;\' men all told. One squaa came from Schneider's 

platoon and included Tech/Sergeant luther, the platoon Ser

geant. The other squad came from X Company. The patrol lead

er was also furnished one SCR ZOO radio in order to have direct 

communications vrith the battalion commander. 

After having oriented his patrol, lieutenant Schneider 

moved the group by motor to Com:pany A Command :Post at Soheure

feld. The petrol was led from there on foot to a :Plato on C:P 

of Company A in Lasdorf. At this point Lieutenant Schneider 

was ~o pick up the guides 'Nho were to lead him to the cross

ing site. Something went wrong from the viewpoint of coordi

nation and dissemination of information. The Co1:1pe.ny A platoon 

leader stated that he had no information or orders ~bout pro

vi ding guides, that he was not familiar with the location 

where the intended crossing was to take place, and that he 

had no intentions of providing guides for the 3d Battalion 

patrol. Because of the distance involved, Schneider's radio 

could not contact the Batta.lion CI' or the battalion commander, 

both in the vicinity of the old area. In addition the officer 

was without a map of the crossing area. 

Not dismayed by these circumstances, the patrol leader, 

relying on his memory and sense of direction, set out for the 

crossing without the assistance of guides. Fortunately, the 
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patrol reached the river at the exact spot where it was ~n-

tended to cross. The patrol formed into single file ~ith 

the patrol leader in the lead and waded through four feet of 

icy water to the enemy side of the river. While the patrol 

was still crossing, the patrol leader and a squad leader 

moved up to the river road in sea.rch of a path leading to the 

high ground when they were challenged by a German sentry. 

The patrol leader was about to answer the challenge when the 

squad leader replied with a burst of rifle fire and killed 

the German sentry. The entire patrol had no'll crossed the 

river. As the patrol leader and squad leader began to move 

again across the road an estimated four enemy machine guns 

opened fire from the direction of Betzdorf. From the cover 

of the steep river banks, the patrol became engaged in a 

stiff fire fight with the enemy. It was now 0300 hours. The 

patrol was two hours late, engaged in a fire fight, and the 

mission was not accomplished. The patrol leader radioed back 

the situs tion to the battalion commander who was in Lasdorf. 

Orders were given for the patrol to remain on its mission. 

Meanwhile, the patrol was pinned down and unable to maneuvre 

out of its position. The enemy was delivering cross grazing 

fire over the road and preparing to close in on the patrol. 

( 14) 

Realizing the futility of further attempts to force a 

crossing at this point on the river, the battalion comJander 

ordered the patrol to disengage itself from the enemy and 

with-draw to Lasdorf. In its withdrawal and while crossing 

(14) Statements, lt. Schneider, 15March 1947. 
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a flat open field south of ~oint A, the patrol suffered two 

casualties from the enemy machine-gun fire. The patrol re

organized under the cover of the railroad embankment and re-

joined the battelion in LasClorf. ( 15) ( 16) 

THE GROSSiliG AT BETZDORF 

With the failure of the initial attempts of the battalion 

to cross the river in the vicinity of Point A, the battalion 

commander ordered additional patrols to reconnoitre for other 

possible crossing sights between Point A and Betzdorf. Mean

while, alerted by the ba.ttalion's initial attempts, the Ger

mans on the north side of the Sieg increased their fires to

ward o11r side of the river and .made the patrols'· efforts in

creasingly difficult. Since there remained only a short period 

of darkness, the battalion commander ordered L and K Companies 

to·move from their assembly areas in Lasdorf to a new assembly 

area on the south side of Betzdorf. (17) 

L Company moved into a church yard cemetery overlooking 

the enemy side of Betzdorf while K Company moved to a location 

in the nearby vicinity. ( 18) I Company was ordered to take 

up a support p~Sition on the high ground in Bruche. (19) 

Below the church yard cemetery, there ware several large 

factories, an engine house, and an extensive marshalling yard 

(15) Statements, Lt. Schneider, 15 March 1947. (16) Statement, 
Capt. Tate, 12 Jan. 1947. (17) Statements, Capt. Tat?•.l2 Jan • 

. 1947. (18) Statements, Lt. Scott, 4 April 1947; Lt. ·ivh~ght, 
12 March 1947; Lt. Sweeney, 17 l!'ab. 1947. (19) Statement, 
Capt. Keeler, c. 0. Co. I, 3 March 1947. 
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containing about one hundred fifty box cars. (20) 

About an hour before dawn, one of the patrols reported 

they had found on the west edge of Betzdorf a foot bridge 

ovBr which it woul~ be possible to cross the foot elements 

of the battalion. Seizing this opportunity the battalion 

commander immediately ordered L Company to cross the river 

and clear the enemy of that portion of .Betzdor:f' lying on the 

north side of the river. K Compa.ny was ordered to follow L 

Company and seize K Company's a.ssigned objective, Hill 313. 

( 21) 

On receiving the battalion commander's orders, the com-

pany commander of L Company ordered Lieutenant Larry il'hight, 

platoon leader of the 3d Platoon, to take a patrol to the 

area of the foot bridge and investigate the area prior to the 

crossing by L Company. ( 22) 

The platoon leader moved out irr.mediately with two scouts 

and Tech/Sergeant Soposki, the platoon sergeant of the 3d 

Platoon. The patrol made its way through the factory yards 

and marshalling area and without too much difficulty located 

the damaged foot bridge. 

The damaged bridge was about four feet wide, forty feet 

long, and was supp.orted in a rickety fashion by steel cables 

( 20) Personal reconnaissance, l April 
Capt. Tate, 12 Jan. 1947; Lt. Scott, 
Statement, Lt. Whight, 12 March 1947; 
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stretched across the river. The bridge was approximately 

eight feet above the water's surface. The approach to the 

bridge was by way of a steep embankment fully exposed to the . 

enemy. The patrol also learned that during the night the 

enemy had laid planks across the bridge in order to facilitate 

their own crossing. 

Cautiously the patrol moved across the bridge, Reaching 

the enemy side no en:emy movements were observed. The platoon 

leader dispatched one of the scouts to the company assembly 

area. to bring up the 3d Platoon and to request from the company 

commander the use of the li$ht machine gun section. 

While the scout was gone for the 3d Platoon, the platoon 

leader, platoon sergeant, and the remaining scout began to 

reconnoitre the immediate area on the enemy side of the river. 

On entering the first house, the patrol discovered several 

Russian slave laborers who informed Sergeant Soposki that 

there was a German outpost in the adjacent house and that two 

enemy machine guns were located on the small hill overlooking 

the houses. 

The first rays of daylight had already begun to appear, 

Realizing that his platoon would not have the benefit of dark

ness to cross the bridge and realizing the dangerous effect 

this outpost would have on his platoon and the rest of the 

battalion, the platoon leader immediately decided to attack 

the outpost in the adjacent house. ribile the scout guarded 

their rear, the platoon leader and platoon sergeant moved in

to the house occupied by the enemy. This surprise action re-
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salted in the capture of one prisoner. Two enemy were killed 

and two enemy escaped through a bomb hole in the rear wall of 

the house. 

It was believed later that the two enemy who escaped 

were respons·ible for alerting the rest of the ene:ny in the 

area and causing the batta.lion to lose its initial element 

of surprise in crossing the river. This loss of surprise was 

to cause many hours of delay and casualties for the 3d Bat

talioG. 

Shortly after the elimination of the enemy outpost, the 

3d Platoon with the light machine gun section atta.ched began 

to cross the foot-bridge. The platoon crossed none too early 

for it was getting light. The platoon leader met his platoon 
' 

and led them into a nearby factory and two adjacent buildings 

which had been cle~red of the enemy. After posting local 

security the platoon leader assembled the s~uad leaders at a 

vantage point, gave them the situation as he knew it, and out

lined his plan to knock out the two known ene'lly machine guns. 

The plan was for the 1st and 2d Squads to advance abreast 

along the streets ontil the area on the hill containing the 

machine guns was reached. The two squads would then assault 

the positions by fire and movement. The 3d Squad would remain 

in the area of the factory to protect the platoon's rear and 

the advance of L ConrpPny which was now on its way to cross 

the bridge. 

No sooner had the platoon leader outlined his plan to 
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the squad leaders when a large volume of small arms fire was 

heard aminating from the vicinity of the factory where the 

3d Rifle Squad and the light machine-gun section of L Com

pany had been posted. The platoon leader and squad leaders 

emerged from a stone house in time to assist in the firing on 

a German combat patrol that had been sent to investigate the 

area about the foot-bridge. The fires of the 3d Platoon 

scattered the enemy patrol. One wounded enemy was captured. 

Realizing that the Germans were aware of the crossing, 

the plato on leader moved out immediately to a tta.ok the known 

enemy machine-guns. In a short time after moving out the 

platoon was taken under heavy fire by mortars, snipers, and 
• 

the two enemy machine guns. Using the cover of the buildings 

and bomb era ters ( Betzdorf with its l2.rge marshalling yards 

had been subjected to previous heavy bombardment. by the Allied 

Air Forces.) the platoon leader e.nd his men moved forward as 

repidly as possible under enemy fire to the objective. At 

this time the platoon leader noticed that 1 '?nd K Companies 

across the river had come under mortar and artillery fire in 

the area of the railroad yards. 

While advancing ahead of the platoon, Lieutenant Whight 

and Private Taxacher were surprised by an enemy machine gun 

located in a building to their front. In the firing that 

followed Taxacher we.s seriollsly woanded and died that night. 

The enemy machine ganner was killed. The pletoon continued 

its advance, knocked out the two maohire-guns and begen to 

clear out the rest of the high ground to the right and left 
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of the two destroyed enemy guns. (23) 

As it was steted above, when Lieutenant Larry ';7hight, 

the platoon leader of the 3d Platoon, Compeny L, had crossed 

the foot bridge with his patrol, he sent back one of his 

scouts as a guide to pick up the 3d Platoon and to orient 

Lieutenant A. D. Scott, the company coTimander of L Company, 

about the existing situation on the enemy side of the river. 

When the 3d Plato on moved out to rejoin its platoon 

leader across the river, Lieutenant Scott moved the rest of 

1 Company from the church-yard cemetery down to the engine 

house bordering the marshalling yards. K Company followed. 

The 3d Platoon safely crossed the bridge and rejoined its 

pla.toon leader, Lieu tenant '.Vhight. 

It was now deylight. Under the partial cover of the 

empty box cars and coal oars, L and K Companies deployed in 

the railroad yards in anticipation of crossing the footbridge. 

I· Company was leading the formation. Just as the two com

panies were ready to begin crossing, the Germans opened up 

with concentrations of artillery fire, mortar fire, and direct 

fire from self-propelled weapons located on the enemy-held 

high ground overlooking the R.ailroad area. Most of the fire 

was falling inK Company's area. (24) 

Lieutenant Scott, now at the bridge site, led his company 

( 23) Statement, Lt. ':lhight, 12 !.!arch 1947. ( 24) Stetement, 
Capt. Tate, 12 Jan. 1947; Lt. Scott, 4 April 1947. 
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across the foot bridge. The 2d Platoon crossed and swung to 

the right of the bridge. It had advanced about 175 yards 

when it came under machine gun fire to its front. The Weapons 

Platoon less the light machine-gun section followed the 2d 

Platoon and went into firing positions behind the 2d Platoon, 

( 25) 

The bat tali on commander, Captain Tate, and his command 

gro11p were beginning to cross the bridge a.bout this time 

when a German artillery concentration fell along-side the 

foot-bridge. The concentration wounded Captain Tate in the 

legs to the extent he was unable to get ap and walk. Realiz-

ing his condition, Captain Tate radioed Company K and ordered 

Captain Chastain, the company commander of Company K, to take 

command of the battalion. ( 26) 

Captain Chastain was with his compeny in the area of the 

marshalling ya.rds preparing to lea.d his compeny across the 

bridge when the bettalion commander's order was received. 

Chastain tarned over the command of K Compe.ny to Lieatenant 

1Corgan, a battle-field commissioned. officer, a.nd proceeded to 

the area of the foot bridge. He had not gone far when a mor

tar concentration dropped in the vicinity of Captain Chastain, 

serioasly injuring the Captain in the legs and he too had to 

be evacuated. ( 27) 

(25) Statement, Lt. Scott, company commander, Co. L, 4 April 
1947. (26) Statement, Capt. Tate, 12 Jan. 1947. (27) State
ments, Lt. Morgan, execative officer, Co. K, 1 March 1947: 
Lt. Sweeney, execative officer, Co. 1, 17 Feb. 1947, 
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The last element of Company L, the lst Platoon, was 

preparing to cross the foot-bridge. Lieutenant Sweeney, the 

company executive officer, was bringing up the rear. 'lv'hile 

the platoon was crossing, Lieutenant Sweeney received a re

quest from Lieutenant Morgan, now commanding Company K, to 

check the tail of K Company to see that all men got across. 

( 28) 

The 1st Platoon, Company L succeeded in crossing the 

bridge without casualties. On reaching the enemy side, the 

platoon cleared a small area to the left of the bridge and 

reverted to company reserve. (29) 

Company K followed the 1st Platoon, Company L. On reach

ing the enemy side of the river, K Company swung to the left 

·and began to clear the enemy of the western end of Betzdorf 

in preparation for the company's attack on its objective, 

Hill 313. ( 30) 

During the above action of the 3d Battalion, only vague 

and meager information about the 3d Battalion's progress had 

been reaching the Regimental Headquarters. Except that the 

battalion had failed in 'its initial attempts to cross the 

river and that the battalion was now fighting to get a foot

hold in Betzdorf, the situation of the 3d Battalion on the 

morning of 1 April 1945 was very obscure from the regimental 

level. In addition, the mission to seize the high-ground on 

(28) Statement, Lt. Sweeney, 17 l!'eb. 1947. (29) Sta.tement, 
Lt. Schneider, 15 March 1947. (30) Statement, Lt. Morgan, 
1 March 1947. 
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Hills 312 and 313 by daylight had not been accomplished. 

At approximately 1000 hours, 1 April 1945, the regimental 

commander ordered a member of the regimental staff to the 3d 

Battalion to determine the situation. The staff officer was 

to contact the battalion commander a.nd learn from him person

ally the situation of the 3d Battalion. 

The st<?ff officer arrived at the 3d Battalion Command 

Post in Scheurefeld (approximately 8 miles from the Regimental 

Command Post) at about 1045 hours. Contact was made with the 

battalion executive officer whose information of the situation 

was also obscure. Radio communications with the be.ttalion 

commander had been difficult all morning. No wire communiea

tion had been established as yet with either the battalion 

commander at Betzdorf or with the Regimental CP in Steinbach. 

At about 1110 hours word was received by the battalion execu

tive officer that Captain Tate, the battalion commander, had 

been wounded, end th8t the compeny commander of Company K was 

assuning command of the battelion. 

At approximately 1130 hours, Lieutenant Colonel Ben c. 

Chapla, the regimental executive officer, arrived on the 

scene with orders for the staff officer to assume command of 

the 3d Battalion and carry out the battalion's assigned 

mission. Coincident with the receipt of these orders, word 

was received from Betzdorf that Companies K and L were both 

fighting in the town and that Captain Chastain who had taken 

over from Captain Tate had been wounded in the legs. ]'urther 

information could not be obtained due to difficult radio re-
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caption and lack of wire communications. 

The first concern of the newly designated battalion 

commander wa.s to arrange for satisfactory ,,vire and r!?.dio 

communications bet•Neen the company forward elements, the 

battalion command post, and Regimental Headg_uarters; second

ly, to get to Betzdorf at the scene of the action; thirdly, 

to effect tentative co-ordination for the capture of Hills 

312 and 313 a.fter the ca.pture of Betzdorf. 

After a brief conference with Captain Tom Lowry, the 

acting battalion executive officer, and with the battalion 

S-3, S-1, and communications officer it was decided that: 

Ill Captain Lowry would accompany the battalion com

mander to Betzdorf with an SCR 300 radio and operator. 

(2) The communications officer with a wire crew and 

the battalion Sergea.nt Major would follow to Betzdorf to 

establish a new battalion command post. 

(3) The S-l would displace the present CP to Betzdorf 

as soon as he was contacted by the communications officer. 

(4) The 3d Platoon, Company B, 644 Tank Destroyer 

Battalion attached to the 3d Battalion would displace from 

its positions on the high ground overlooking Scheurefeld to 

the high ground overlooking Betzdorf in order to be able to 

support the attack in Betzdorf and the attack on Hills 313 

and 312. Communications with the platoon leader would be by 

SCR 300 radio. 

(5) There would be no change in the dispositions of 

Compeny M, the Heavy 1ieapons C ompe.ny. 

( 6) The battalion S-3 would establish a series of map 

check-points between Hill 313 and Hill 312 to facilitate 
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co-ordination in the attack and to sin;plify the rela.y of in

formation concerning the battalion's advances. 

The route Scheurefeld, Bruche, Betzdorf was under enemy 

direct fire and observation. It was decided to move via 

Dauersberg, Steineroth, Betzdorf. This route likewise was 

under enemy observation but subject only to occasional harass

ing mortar and artillery fire. 

Upon arrival in Betzdorf, radio communication was re

established with the company commander of L Company located 

on the enemy side of the river. 

Arrangements were made by ra.dio for a guide from L Com

pany. Mea.nwhile the battalion conu::tander and executive officer 

located an observation post from where the action in Betzdorf 

could be observed. Fighting could be observed in the north

eastern portion of town and small groups of enemy were seen 

infiltreting back into houses which supposedly had been clear

ed. From K Company's sectors on the western edge of town, 

heavy firing had broken Otlt '¥hen elements of the co:r:pany were 

attempting to za~.le the high ground toward Hill 313. It was 

impossible for the ~ompany to maneuvre. On the north of K 

Company's position there was steep, open terrain controlled 

by enemy machine gun fire. To the front was a narrow defile 

flanked by the high bluffs along the river and the steep 

wooded terrain of Hill 313. This area likewise was strongly 

covered by machine gun and mortar fire. 

By radio, the battalion commander ordered the commander 
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of L Company to send out a patrol beyond the northeast end of 

town in an effort to find a soft spot through the enemy 

position and which might assist the battalion to take Hill 

313. Due to the exposed nature of the terrain and the heavy 

enemy fire, the patrol was unable to accomplish its mission. 

A delay now was experienced by the battalion commander. 

The guide sent from L Compa.ny failed to locate the ba.ttalion 

commander and returned to his comp?ny. The company commander, 

L Company returned the guide with all baste. Rather than lose 

additional time by moving out alone and probing for the L 

Company CP in an obscure situation in Betzdorf, the battalion 

commander a.nd be.tta.lion executive officer decided to wait 

until the guide returned to Betzdorf again. 

In the meantime, the battalion commander and executive 

officer made a field glass reconnaissance and terrain study 

of the battalion's objectives on the enemy side of the river. 

It was past mid-afternoon by the tLne the battalion 

commander reached the CP of Company L. There the company 

commander and battalion S-2 oriented the battalion commander 

and executive officer on the situation. The battalion 

occupied approximately half of Betzdorf and was engaged in 

clearing out the northeast portions of town. K Company 

occupied the western approaches to Betzdorf but wa.s unable to 

push further due to the enemy fire a.nd difficult terrain. 

I Company occupied positions in Bruche. 

Wire communication with Regimental Headquarters was 

established and the regiment9l commander, Colonel Be:k, was 
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contacted. After orienting Colonel Beck on the situation the 

battalion commander received permission to hold up the attack 

on Hills 312 and 313 until nightfall when a co-ordinated attack 

would be made by the 3d Battalion on its assigned objectives. 

The remaining few hours of afternoon light were spent iri 

mopping up the town and preparing a hasty defense of the area 

against any possible counterattacks. Arrangements were made 

for ammunition, rations, and other supplies to be brought in

to Betzdorf after dark. A warning order was sent to Company 

,I, the reserve compPny, to be prepared to move to Betzdorf on 

order and secure the town while K and L Companies attacked 

the battalion objectives. 

PLAN OF ATTACK ON HILLS 312 AND 313 

At 1930 hours, the battalion commander held a conference 

with the battalion executive officer, the battalion S-2, and 

the company commander of Companies K and 1, and the artillery 

liaison officer (Captain Williamsen). It was decided to make 

a sneak night attack on Hill 313 that night. K Company was 

assigned the mission. K Company would seize and hold Hill 

313. It would approach Hill 313 generally from a southeast

erly direction and infiltrate through the suspected enemy 

positions located on the high ground at the northern edges 

of the town. ffilerever possible, known enemy resistance would 

be by-passed. <'ihen K Company seized its objective, it would 

dispatch immediately a patrol to Compa.ny L Command Post. The 

patrol would act as guides for Company L. Time of attack for 

K Company was set a.t 2300 hours. Line of Departure was a 
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known row of houses on the north central edge of town. 

While K Company was launching its attack on Hill 313, 

Company L would stand by in Betzdorf prep8red to move out as 

so on as conta.cted by the K Company pa tro 1. l Company's 

mission would be to pass through K Company on Hill 313 and 

seize Hill 312. Utilizing the K Company patrol as guides, 

Company L would use the seme successful approe.ches to Hill 

313 as those used by K Company. It was estimated K Company 

could accomplish its mission by 0300 hours, 2 April and that 

the patrol could reach L Company by 0400. 

I It was felt that the darkness would permit infiltration 

through the enemy positions. It was desired to by-pass enemy 

resistance wherever possible in order to prevent further delay 

in reaching the assigned objectives. Enemy resistance by

passed during the night would be liquidated by mopping up 

detachments attacking on the enemy rear during daylight hours.) 

On closing into Betzdorf that night, Company I would 

relieve Companies K and L in Bet zdorf and assume the security 

mission for the town. The company would be prepared to dis

place to Hill 312 or Hill 313 on order. There were no changes 

in the mission of 11 Company. Its mortars would continue to 

support the attack fror:1 positions in Bruche. The machine gun 

attachments ;~ould remain the same. 

Beginning at daylight, the artillery would fire inter

mittently a round of smoke on Hill 312 in order to assist L 

Company to maintain directions of attack on that objective. 
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The battalion commander's conference ended at about 

2015 hours and plans and co-ordination fer the attacks on 

Hills 313 and 312 were ready to put into effect. 

EHEMY COUNTERATTACK ON BETZDORF 

The night had become extremely black. Low ceiling storm 

clouds blacked-out all starlight. The walls of the stone 

houses and the piles of rubble in the narrow streets inter

spersed with bomb craters helped to intensify the darkness. 

It was almost impossible to see or identify friend or enemy 

except on physical contact. 

At about 2030 hours a message was received from K Com

pany that a group of Germans had infiltrated through their 

right flenk. Another report ceme in from L Company's right 

flank tha.t voices of a group of Germans were being heard in 

the immediate area. Lieutenant Morgan came storming into 

the battalion CP in a rage, stating he was unable to reach 

his company CP because of enemy groups in the streets of his 

area. In a few moments word was received from the guard 

stationed on the north side of the house containing the bat

talion CP and the Compeny L Command Post that he could hear 

movements and German voices from the two houses across the 

street. These two houses were located in an open lot about 

fifteen yards away and across from the battalion CP. 

It was apparent at once tha.t the Germans 7vere making a 

sneak night coanterattack. Under the cover of darkness, the 

enemy's leading elements had successfully infiltrated into 
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our positions. 

Captain Williamson, the artillery liaison officer, was 

ordered to call for the previously planned defensive fires 

around our positions. A few riflemen were stationed around 

the bottom floor of the CP. The rest of the cocrmand group 

personnel and some riflemen were dispersed among the top 

floors. 

From a window on the second floor of the CP, Lieutenant 

Colley, the Weapons Platoon lea.der of Company L was directing 

60-mm mortar fire on the enemy across the street. The mortars 

were located in defilade about two hundred yards away. They 

had been laid by azimuth and registered by actual fire before 

darkness. Utilizing the creeping method of adjustment, Lieut

enant Colley adjusted the fire of the mortars to within fif

teen yards of the C:P and directly on the enemy across the 

street. The mortars fired approximately twenty-seven rounds 

for effect. The rounds landed in the open lot and in and 

around the two enemy houses. For a few moments between mortar 

bursts, loud screams, yells, and orders were heard from the 

enemy across the street. ·,Vhen the mortar fire subsided, not 

a sound could be hea.rd. It was never determined how many of 

the enemy had been killed. (31) 

l!'rom L Company's right flank, it was reported that one 

enemy machir;.e gun and crew were knocked out and that no fur

ther enemy movements could be seen or heard. The enemy 

(31) Eye witness, self. 
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mAchine gun and crew advancing uown the street toward L 

Company's right flank had moved to a crater alongside a house 

occupied by Lieutenant Larry Whight and Sergeant Soposki. A 

guard reported the initial movements of the crew. "ii"aiting 

until it wa.s definitely established that the crew was an enemy 

one, Lieutenant Whight permitted the crew to set up its mach-

ine gun in the crater alongside the house. Sergeant Soposki, 

the platoon sergeant of the 3d Platoon, ran up to the attic 

with a white phosphorous grenade. Back in a corner of the 

attic Soposki pulleCi the grenade pin in order that the enemy 

would not hear the dpopping noise". Soposki then leaned out 

the window, dropped the grenade in the midst of the enemy and 

eliminated the machine gun and crew. ( 32} 

From K Company a report was received that the enemy that 

had been running loose in their erea had been clea.red out.· 

Several of the enemy ha.d been killed, a few captured and the 

rest, from all indication, had withdrawn. 

Of the severel enemy captured, one was a German Lieut

enant who was in a dazed and confused condition when captured. 

The Lieutenant had lead the enemy counterattack. According 

to his s.trlternents one hundred twenty five enemy had partici

pated. He further stated that they had experienced difficulty 

maintaining contact and control due to the darkness. In 

addition, he estimated that over half his men had.been killed 

during the attack by our mortar and artillery fire. It was 

(32} Statements, Lt. larry :fuight, 3d Platoon, Co. 1 during 
attack and on 12 March 1947. 
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le~.rned too, thst enemy forces in appreciable numbers were 

locsted on the high ground beyond the western edge of Betz

dorf. Because of the officer's dazed condition and his re

fusal to answer further questions no additional information 

was ga.ined from the prisoner. The prisoner was dispe.tched to 

Regimen tel Headquarters. ( 33) 

After the counterattack, the battalion S-4 with carrying 

parties brought resupplies into Betzdorf for K and L Companies. 

Company I moved across the river and relieved Com~nies K and 

L while the latter two companies prepared for the pending 

attack. 

UGH'f ATTACK OF Hill 313 

At 2300 hours, 1 A?ril 1945, using the north central edge 

of town as a line of departure, K Company began its attack on 

Hill 313. The company advanced in a column of platoons in the 

order 1st Platoon, Company Headquarters, 2d Platoon, ·,veapons 

Platoon with the attached machine gun section from Company M, 

and the 3d Platoon. Platoons advanced in a column of single 

file. The leading platoon was ordered to advance in bounds 

of 100 yards. At the end of each bound, if no resistgnce 

were met, the leading platoon was to send back two men to 

guide the rest of the company forward. 

The night was still so black that it was impossible for 

an individual to see for any appreciable distance in front of 

(33) Personal interrogation through interpreter. 

33 



him. The men were ordered to hold on to each other in order 

that contact would not be lost. The difficulties of movement 

were further increased by the steepness of the ground leading 

to Hill 313, the rubble in the streets, the water filled crater 

and shell holes in the area, and the heavily wooded area which 

had to be traversed before Hill 313 would be reached. 

In the first two hundred yards of movement, the leading 

platoon surprised a small group of Germans and four of the 

enemy were killed. The enemy group had mistaken the leading 

elements of the platoon for an expected friendly relief. 

Further advance was slow, tedious, and nerve-racking 

because of the darkness and the terrain. By 0200, 2 .April 

1945, K Company had reached a position about 100 yards from 

the crest of Hill 313. Expecting resistance at this point, 

the company commander deployed his company in a perimeter 

defense with Lieu tenant Humphrey, plato on leader of the 3d 

Platoon in charge. Lieutenant Morgan himself led the 2d 

Platoon to the top of Hill 313. No resistB.nce was met. A 

search of the area revealed some partially dug fox-holes of 

recent construction, supplies of ammunition, and field rations. 

Lieutenant Morgan then sent Tech/Sergeant Swartz with six men 

to return and lead the rest of the company forward. On the 

arrival of the remainder of the company, Lieutenant Morgan 

organized the objective with a perimeter defense. A three 

man patrol was dispatched to the battalion CP to guide L 

Company over the same route employed by K Company. The patrol 

left K Company at about 0300 hours. 
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At 0600 hours, 2 April 1945 four Germen soldiers were 

seen approaching from the southeast toward the positions of 

the 3d Platoon, Com·pany K. The enemy were approaching toward 

Sergeent Laskowski's squad. Holding the fire of his squad 

until the enemy were about thirty yards from the position, 

the squad leader gave the order to fire. Two of the enemy 

were killed, one was wounded, and one escaped. 

From the enemy ·.•1ounded it was lear ned that the four 

Germans were sent to Hill 313 for a load of ammunition which 

was to be taken to a position below the heights and on the 

western edge of Betzdorf. The prisoner stated the t two com

panies of German Infantry were located along the river be

tween Kol Bahnhof and Walmenroth. 

Realizing he was directly behind the enemy positions and 

that if the enemy withdrew from Kol Bohnhof they might with

draw to Hill 313, Lieutenant Morgan shifted the light machine 

gun section from the north side of Hill 313 to the southeastern 

side of the Hill facing the river. At about 0745 hours a K 

Company outpost in front of the machine gun section withdrew 

to the top of the Hill. It stated that approximately 30 Ger

man soldiers were rapidly advancing toward Hill 313 from a 

southeasterly direction. The company commander immediately 

moved to the position of the light machine gun section to 

observe and wait. 

When the Germans were within fifty yards of the position, 

Sergeant Schitz, the section leader of the light machine guns, 

gave the order to fire. The initial burst from Private 

' 
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Smith's machine gun killed four Germans. In a few minutes the 

enemy were beaten off with heavy casualties. Fire then broke 

out in the area of the 3d Platoon on the right of the light-

machine gun section. By the time Lieutenant Morgan arrived 

at the 3d Platoon position, lieutenant Humphrey's platoon had 

seven prisoners, and eleven dead Germans were piled in front 

of the position. The company commander dispatched combat 

patrols to his immediate front to comb the area for any fur

ther enemy activity. It was now about 0830 hours. At this 

time the ba.ttalion commander with L Company arrived on Hill 

313. (34) 

THE ATTACK ON Hill 312 

From the time K Company jumped off at 2300 hours, 1 April 

1945 until it reached its objective, radio communication be

tween K Company and the battalion commander was excellent. 

At 0300 hours, 2 April 1945 the battalion commander received 

word that K Company wa~ on its objective a.nd that a three man 

patrol was on the way to lead L Company forward through the 

route used by K Company. It was estimated the patrol could 

return over the 1000 yards distance within an hour to an hour 

and a half. L Company commander was informed that the patrol 

was on the way and to be ready to move out on arrival of the 

patrol. 

At 0400 hours, the patrol had not arrived. At 0415 hours 

there were no signs of the patrol. The battalion commander 

( 34) Statement, Lt. Morgan, company commander, Co. L to bat
talion commander, 2 April 1945 and 1 !.'larch 1947. 
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informed Lieatenant 5cott to be prepared to move oat at 0445 

hears, and that if the patrol had not arrived by that time 

the company weald move off withoat the patrol's assistance. 

It weald be light by 0545 hears. Unless the company reached 

the concealment afforded by the woods on the heights prior to 

daylight, the entire company weald be in danger of observed 

fire from the open flank on oar north and the open groand 

above the town. 

At 0445 hours the patrol had not yet arrived nor was L 

Company ready to move out. Difficulty was experienced in 

assembling the 3d Platoon. One of the squads could not be 

louated. At 0515 the entire company was finally assembled 

and ready to jump off. Just then one of the members of the 

patrol sent back by K Company arrived on the scene. It was 

learned that at approximately 0345 hours, the patrol had been 

ambushed and captured. This one member was able to escape 

through the woods and find his way back to the CP. ','lith 

this one member of K Company as a guide, Company L jumped off 

in a column of platoons in the order: Ed Platoon, 1st Platoon, 

Battalion Command Group, 3d Platoon, Company Headquarters, and 

the Weapons Plato on. Lieutenant Sweeney, company execati ve 

officer brought up the tail of the colamn. The company com

mander with his radio opera tor and body-gu8rd were with the 

2d Platoon. (The Battalion Command Group at this time con

sisted of the battalion commander, the battalion executive 

officer, a radio operator, a two man wire crew, two ranners, 

the artillery liaison officer, and the artillery radio oper-

a tor.) 
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The leading elements of L Company had not moved 150 yards 

when 1m enemy group of about six men was encountered on the 

edge of towoJ. This group was immediately out down by fire. 

Open daylight found the company on the edge of the woods 

about six hundred yards southeast of the crest of Hill 313. 

The woods facing the company consisted .of thick growth 

of t~tll pine trees ranging 40 to 50 feet in height. The 

floor of the woods was covered with heavy underbrush averag

ing five feet high. 

>Vhen the company had advanoed about one handred yards 

into the woods, the leading elements oame under cross fire 

from two enemy machine guns. Hampered by the dense growth, 

the company's initial efforts to locate and knock-out the 

guns were unsuccessful. Five casualties were already inflict

ed on L Company. (35) 

Feeling that too much time was being spent in this vul

nerable area, the battalion oo=ander ordered Lieutenant Scott 

to by-pass the enemy machine guns and continue the advance to 

Hill 313. The company by-passed the enemy weapons and succeed

ed in contacting K Company on Hill 313 at about 0830 hours. 

( 'l'he enemy machine guns were knocked-out later by K Company.) 

On Hill 313, while L Company re-org~nized and the men 

took a brief rest, the battalion commander with Lieutenant 

Morgan and Lieutenant Scott made a visual reconnaissance of 

(35) Eye witness, self. 
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the illllllediate ~rea and the approaches to Hill 312, the next 

objective. A narrow trail was located on the northwest slope 

of K Company's position. This trail passed over an open piece 

of ground about 200 yards long and then disappeared into the 

thick growth of tall pine trees toward Hill 312. Intermittent

ly, the prearranged smoke and high explosive shells from our 

own artillery were falling on Hill 312. To the southern tip 

of Hill 313, portions of the river road connecting Betzdorf 

and 'l/almenroth could be seen. The road ',~as about 500 feet 

below us. Through field glasses there was detected what 

appeared to be a small enemy outpost on the south slopes of 

Hill 312. On the river road below we detected a column of 

enemy moving on foot and on bicycles toward ~7almenroth. .Be

cause the road was partially obscured by trees end the high 

bluffs, the entire length of the column could not be observed 

but it was estimated that there were at least 100 German 

soldiers in the column. Artillery fire was placed on the 

column but the casualty effects of the artillery could not 

be estimated due to limited observation, and because the 

column took to the cover of the nearby ravines. 

Realizing that this enemy force presented a oossible 

threat age ins t Company l' s capture of Hill 312, the batt ali on 

commander decided to move immediately toward the objective. 

At approximately 0900 hours the company moved out in a column 

of platoons preceded by a patrol under Lieutenant L2rry l'lhight. 

The leading elements of the company had advanced about 

eight hundred yards to the northwest of K Company's position 
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when the patrol reported it had seen two German officers 

move off the edge of the trail to their front and then dis-

appear into the woods. 1'he patrol advanced to the spot where 

the eLemy were observed but no enemy were seen. Some empty 

fox-holes were observed in the are8. In the meantime, lieut

enant Scott ordered lieutenant Schneider's lst Platoon to de

ploy in a skirmish line with the bulk of the skir~ishers to 

the right of and roughly paralleling the trail from where the 

enemy were last seen. The patrol moved about 75 yards when 

a column of enemy was observed moving down the trail toward 

1 Company. It was estimated that there were approximately 

125 Germans in a loose column formation. All men were order-

ed to hold their fire until lieutenant Scott at the lead of 

Schneider's platoon gave the order to fire. Elements of the 

1st Platoon blocked the trail. The rest of the 1st Platoon 

formed a skirmish line on the enemy's left flank. It was 

planned to allow the entire enemy column to move into the 

tra.p before the order to open fire was given. One of our 

men accidently fired his rifle before the maneuvre was com

pleted. No sooner had the rifleman discharged his rifle when 

the entire lst Platoon opened fire with every weapon firing 

as rapidly as it could be aimed and fired. The surprise 

paralyzed the enemy. In several minutes it was all over. A 

German officer was the only known enemy to have escaped. 

Three wounded prisoners were taken and the rest of the enemy 

were killed. L Company casualties were one killed and one 

BAR man wounded. -An aid man was left with the wounded soldier 

while the cornpa.ny pushed rapidly toward its objective. (36) 

( 36) Eye witness statements, lt. Scott, Lt. Whight, Lt. Sch
neider; eye witness, self, 2 April 1945. 
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Nithout meeting further :resistance, 1 Company moved on 

Hill 312 at about 1130 hours. The position was im:nediately 

organized with a perimeter defense. 

On Hill 312, an interrogation of the prisoners revealed 

that the enemy knew of and was expecting a crossing in the 

vicinity of iValmenroth. The sector between 7/almenroth and 

Betzdorf had been occupied in force. The prisoners also 

stated that the group we had ambushed had moved from ilalmen

roth during the night and was on its way to assist the German 

force at Betzdorf. The prisoners stated they had no indicat

ion we were so close at Hand end believed that they were well 

behind their own lines. ( 37) 

While the compa.ny was digging in, a 12 man petrol was 

dispatcb,ed to Betzdorf with the mission to pick up the wotlnd

ed BAR man and to act as an escort for the ration an<l ammun

ition carrying pa.rties which would be coming up that evening 

from Betzdo:rf. 

As the patrol left the position the battalion commander 

relayed by radio to the battalion CP in Betzdorf that Hill 

312 had been taken. In return the battalion commander re

ceived information tha~ approximately 200 enemy soldiers had 

been seen with-drawing northward from Walmenroth at about 

1130 hours. The battalion commander also received orders to 

take Wingendorf on Hill 321. It was left to the discretion 

of the battelion commander whether it would be a day or a 

(37) Interrogations, lt. Whightj self, through interpreter. 
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night attack. 

About fifteen mintltes after the above radio conversation 

with the batt~?lion CP, heavy small arms fire was heerd from 

the direction of our patrol. In a short while the patrol 

leader returned with his patrol stating he was unable to move 

back toward 3etzdorf. A group of enemy of undeterrr.ined 

strength had taken up positions astride the path 300 yards 

west of Hill 312. Because the strength of L Company on Hill 

312 was only about 85 total, it was decided not to send any 

additional men to attempt to eliminate the enemy that had 

infiltrated on our rear. An attempt was made to knock out 

the enemy group with mortar and artillery fire but no visual 

effects could be observed due to limited observation. 

By radio the bsttalion commander issued the following 

instructions to the battalion CP and to K Company: (Note: 

All radio conversation was carried out by pre-arranged code 

words and jargon or implied words .• ) 

( 1) A platoon of I Compsny was to be dispatched from 

Betzdorf immediately to relieve K Company on Hill 313. 

( 2) As soon· as relieved, K Company was to move to Hill 

312 and knock out the enemy group which had infiltrated be

tween Hills 312 and 313. 

( 3) The remainder of I Company was to move that night 

from its positions in Betzdorf to Hil~ 313 where it would 

relieve L Compeny. 

(4) A composite group composed of members of the Ammuni

tion and Pioneer Platoon and the b~ttalion Anti-tank Platoon 

would be organized to relieve Company I of its security 
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mission in Betzdorf. 

At this seme time it was lea.rned that I Company was 

mopping up the northeast section of Betzdorf against enemy 

snipers and small enemy groups. Three enemy were killed and 

15 captured. I Company's losses were 1 killed by sniper fire 

and 3 wounded. (38) 

At 1530 hours Lieutenant Morgan informed the battalion 

commander on Hill 312 that the relief of his company by a 

platoon of Company I had been completed and that he was ready 

to move oat. By previous radio conversations with the bat-

talion commander, Lieutenant MorgBn knew approximately where 

to expect the enemy resistance located west of Hill 312. 

Compa.ny K moved out toward Hill 312 in a column of platoons. 

Lieatenant Morgan and Sergeent Sch,.vartz were in the leBd with 

the 2d Platoon. This platoon was followed by Lieutenant 

Humphrey with the 3d Platoon, then the Weapons Platoon, Com

pany Headg_aarters, and the lst Platoon. The reate of advance 

was the same as the.t ased by Company L. At about 1630 hours, 

the head of Company K had reached a position aoout 400 yards 

west of Hill 312 when the two lead sooats drew fire from a 

small ravine to their front. The lead scout was hit. The 

2d Platoon immediately built up a firing line on the second 

scout who at this time was about twenty-five yards behind the 

lea.ding scout. Lieutenant Humphrey and the 3d Platoon began 

(38) Information from Capt. Keeler to battalion commander, 
2 April 1945; statement, 3 March 1947. 

43 



a short flanking movement to the left under the cover of the 

fire of the 2d Platoon. The 60-mm mortars were immediately 

placed in position to fire when the enemy group filtered out 

of their position to surrender. Sixteen enemy were captured 

including two wounded prisoners. K Company suffered one 

casualty. Company K then moved on to Hill 312 without fur

ther resistance. (39) 

On the arrival of Lieutenant Morgan with his company, 

another patrol from L Compa.ny was dispatched to Betzdorf 

with the mission to pick up the wounded man from L Company 

who had been wounded earlier in the day and to act as an 

escort for the battalion ration and ammunition carrying 

pa.rties coming from Betzdorf. 

The patrol found the ·Nounded member of L Company and 

carried hir~ to the battalion aid station. It was learned 

from the wounded man that the Germans had captured the Com

pany L aid man that had been left with him. ( 40) 

THE A'.i'TACK O!l ..VALMENROTH AND ON nNGEliDORF AT HILl 321 

With Lieutenant Morgan, Lieutenant Scott, and Captain 

·.nlliamson (the artillery liaison officer), plans were com

pleted for the actions to take place that night and the next 

morning. K Company ,~s assigned the mission to make a night 

atta.ck and seize Wingendorf on Hill 321. I Company less two 

(39) Statement, Lt. Morgan to b<.ttalion commander, 2 April 
1945; statement, 1 March 1947. (40) Stat-ement, patrol leader, 
3 April 1945; Lt. Scott to battalion commander, 3 April 1945. 
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two platoons woul~ relieve Company 1 on Hill 312 that night. 

ComplWy L would attack the next morning at 0500, 3 April 1945, 

seize the town of 'i7almenroth, and clear the river road to 

Betzdorf. r:o changes were made in the attachment or dis

positions of the Heavy Weapons Company. 

L Compa.ny selected a previously reconnoitred route for 

its attack on \Valmenroth. The route followed a w oded ravine 

leading southwest from Hill 312 for a distance of six hundred 

yards, and then joined with another deep 

directly to the rear of Walmenroth. 

ich lead 

From our location on Hill 312, the approache to Hill 

321 were through heavy woods and deep r8vines. is type 

terrain existed for over 1500 yards before the roaches 

broke into steep open country leading to Hill Hill 

321 itself was the co~manding terrain feature a 2000 

yard radius. 

Lieutenant Morgan dispatched a reconnaissanc patrol 

under Sergeant Tom Lawson of the 1st Platoon tor connoitre 

for a route to the objective. 

A cold, heavy, and dismal rroin began to fall at about 

1400 hours that afternoon. The rain continued th oughout 

the night, adding to the discomfort of the soldie s in the 

fox holes, and increasing the gloomy air of the f rest. 

At 2100 hours carrying parties arrived with ations, 

ammunition, radio batteries and other supnlies fo K and 

45 



1 Companies. Along with the carrying parties arr ved the 

neapons Platoon, Company 1, the Company Headquart rs, and 

several riflemen from the 3d Platoon all of ~hom 

separated from the company in Betzdorf earlier in the day. 

The group lost contact when the company was havin the 

skirmish with the enemy machine guns above the he ghts of 

Betzdorf. 

It had been planned that K Company would jum off for 

Hill 321 at 2300 hours. About 2030 hours Lieuten nt 1florgan 

requested an extension of time in hopes the storm clouds 

would lift and decrease the intensity ess. An 

extension of time was granted and the company ju:c: ed off 

from Hill 312 at 0130 hours, 3 April 1945. 

The company moved out in a column of platoo • Sergeant 

Tom Lawson and the six men •vho made the d?ylight oute recon"-

naissance lead the formation. The patrol by the 

1st Platoon, 3d Platoon, Weapons Platoon, Compan Headquarters, 

and the 2d Plato on. Combined with the diffic Ill t of moving 

through woods in the darkness was the obstacle presented by 

the steep terrain which had been made very slippe y by the 

rain. The men had to hold on to each other to k from 

losing contact. It was practically daylight (05 5) when K 

Company came in sight of Hill 321 and Wingendorf. ( 41) 

For the moment we will leave K Company and return to 

Company L. 

(41) Radio information from Lt. Morg8n to self, 3 April 1945; 
statement, Lt. Morgan, 1 March 1947. 
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At 0400 hours, 3 April 1945, I Company arrived on Hill 
• 

312 to relieve L Company. The elements of I Company consist

ed of the 3d Platoon, a machi~e gun section, the 60-mm mortar 

section, a part of Company Headquarters, and Captain Keeler, 

the company commander. The relief was completed by 0445 
• 

hours. At 0500 hours Company L with the battalion commander 

and small Command Group jumped off for ialmenroth. Except 

for the difficulties of terrain and weather, Walmenroth was 

taken without incident by about 0800 hours. The enemy had 

cleared the town and the immediate adjacent heights. One 

stray prisoner was found in the town. The lst Platoon wae 

sent along the river road to Betzdorf to clear out any enemy 

in that area. A patrol was dispatched to contact the 2d 

Battalion located on the high ground about 2500 yards west 

of ',Valmenroth. The Tank Destroyer Plato on from Company B, 

644 Tank Destroyer Battalion was moved into Walmenroth via 

a ford on the eastern edge of town. Several more supply and 

command vehicles were also moved a.cros s the ford. Later in 

the morning attempts were made to bring additional vehicles 

across the ford but it '.vas too late. The Sieg River, subject 

to flash floods after heavy rains, had already built up a 

height of ovar four feet at the ford and the river was stead

ily getting deeper and more swift. 

Up inK Company's sector, Lieutenant Morgan and his 

company did not fare as easily as 1 Company. It was 0545 

hours, 3 April 1945 when K Company oame in sight of lingen

dorf. lieutenant Morgan decided to attack with three platoons 

abreast. The Weapons Platoon would remain under company 

control. The 1st Platoon was ordered to attack the east side 
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of the town. The 3d Platoon was ordered to attack the west 

side of town while the 2d Platoon attacked through the cen

ter of Wingendorf. The 1st and 3d Platoons were ordered, in 

addition, to push as far as the road on the north end of 

~ingendorf and then take up a defensive position along the 

road. The colClpany met heavy opposition before the town fell 

at about 0830 hours. A perimeter defense was i'nmediately 

organized and defensive fires were registered around the town. 

K Company had suffered two killed in action and eight wounded 

while the enemy had suffered 16 killed and 42 captured. 

At 1100 hours K Company received a counter9ttack from 

the wooded <>rea to the north of Ningendorf. The attack last

ed for over two hours before the enemy withdrew. Lieutenant 

Schoon and two riflemen were injured in this attack. Seven 

prisoners were taken BUd unestima ted casual ties in dead and 

wounded were inflicted on the enemy. (42) 

On the morning of 3 April 1945 after the capture of 

'Jalmenroth, the 1st PlBtoon, Compe.ny I was released from 

regimental control and returned to the 3d Battalion. Under 

the command of Lieu ten'ln t Ennis, the 1st Ple to on, Company I 

was then assigned the mission to secure ana hold the town of 

Katzwinkle. Due to the unexpecteO. resistence encountered in 

the town, Lieu tenant Larry ·;might with the 3d Plato on, the 

light machine gun section, one 60-mm mortar Squad and the 

artillery forward observer, all of Compgny L, were sent that 

(42) Information to 3attalioc Headquarters by Lt. ::,!organ, 
3 April 1945; stetement, Lt. I..:organ, 1 J.:Ia.rch 1947. 
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afternoon to tha assistance of Lieutenant Ennis in Katzwinkle. 

By the combined efforts of the two platoons, the resis

tance in Ka tzwinkl e was overcome. Approximately 300 German 

prisoners including three officers and numerous non-commiss

ioned officers were captured. (43) 

During the night of 4 April 1945, the 3d 3attalion was 

relieved by element8 of the 78th Infantry Division. The 

battalion assembled ir. Walmenroth and prepared to move to 

the location of its next :nission on the right flank of the 

8th Infantry Division. 

ANALYSIS A.ND CRITICISM 

In making a study of this operation the following analysis 

and criticism are noteworthy of mention: 

1. The 28th Infantry Regiment was not given any warning 

order by the 8th Division Headquarters. It is believed by 

this writer that the Division itself did not receive any warn

ing order for the attack from the VII Corps under which we 

were operating. Had a warning order been issued, more ade

quate preparations could have been made for the night attack. 

As it turned out, the regiment had to make a night attack 

across a river on the spur of the moment with no time allowed 

for reoonnaissan,ce a.nd preparation by the be ttalion o ommanders. 

2. The orders from the regimental commander to the bat

talion commanders were as thorot1gh and as conplete as possible. 

(43) Statement, Lt. ',Vhight, 12 l:arch 1947. 
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3. There was no prior daylight reconnaissance made of 

the crossing site by the 3d Battalion commander or his snb

ordinate comll'.anders. The 3d Battalion had made extensive 

reconnaissances of the regimental sector during the periods 

29 :March-31 :March 1945; however, because of the eight and 

one-half mile regimental front it was impossible for the 

battalion to reconnoitre in detail so wide a sector over 

such a limited period of time. 

4, The 3d Battalion commander should have selected a 

more experienced officer to lead the comba.t patrol across 

the initial crossing site. Instead, Lieutenant Schneider, 

an officer '.~ithout prior combat experience was given the 

difficnlt and important mission. 

5, The Regimental Head~uarters, the 3d Battalion com

mander and staff, and the 1st Battalion commander and staff 

are to be criticized for having failed to check and make 

certain that Lien tenant Schneider was provided with the 

promised gnides from Company A. This could have proved dis

astrous had the Lieutenant not exercised his initiative and 

in tell:i:gence. 

6, The 3d Battalion executive officer and staff are to 

be criticized for failing to keep Regimental Headquarters 

informed on the exact situation of the 3d Battalion during 

the night 31 March and early morning of 1 April 1945. Only 

meagre information was reeching the regimental connnander. A 

unit co~nander cannot make sound decisions unless he is kept 

informed by his subordinates. In this particular c~ se, the 

ba.ttalion commander was with the forward elements of the bat

talion and muoh occupied. Communication was difficult due to 

the roc;gh terrain; however, the battalion executive officer 
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should have kept closer -contact by utilizing members of the 

staff to act as liaison with the battalion commander, thereby 

gaining the much needed information required by regiment. 

7. Although the initial attempts to cross the Sieg River 

east of Walmenroth failed, the failure was turned into success 

at Betzdorf through the initiative of Captain Tate and his 

subordinate unit comm~nders. 

8. The boldness -.~ith which the 3d Battalion attacks 

were launched against the dispersed objectives served to so 

confuse the eneuy that he never did regain his balance. 

9. Despite the wide regimental sector, artillery support 

was continuous throughout the operation. 

10. The conduct of the officers and men of the battalion 

was outstanding. Despite the fact that s.dequate time for 

thorough preparation and reconnai·ssance were denied the bat

talion, the unit moved into strange mountainous terrain and 

made a night attack across a river without engineer support. 

The success of the operation reflected on the ability of the 

officers and men of the battalion to adapt themselves readily. 

It also displayed their ability to exercise superior initiative 

and agressiveness in every situation. 

11. The enemy failed to capitalize on the 3d Battalion's 

initial attempts to cross the river east of 7falm;mroth. Had 

the crossing been uermitted, the enemy could have ambushed 

the 3d Battalion with disastrous results in the draws leading 

to Hills 312 and 313. 

12. The enemy failed to launch sizeable counterattacks 

against the 3d Batt~.lion. The coanterattacks were launched 

by com~aratively small groups. Had these forces been consol

idated and directed at the dispersed positions occupied by 
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the 3d Battalion, the enemy's efforts might have been success

ful. 

LESS01\S LEARNED 

1. As it has been previously indicated by other unit 

actions, it is indicated here also that N.Qller reconnaissance 

and good communication are para.mount in any attack. The lack 

of reconnaissance, especially in a night attack, complicates 

an action with confusion, delay, and invites unnecessary 

casualties. At least the unit commander, his staff, and his 

subordinate commanders must make a reconnaissance of the for

~rd assembly area and routes of aporoach to the enemy posit

ions along with a visual terrain study of the enemy area. 

The SCR 536 radio is inadequate for operations over 

rough terrain. The assault platoons e.nd rifle companies of 

the battalion were equipped with SCR 300 radios while the 

Hea.vy Neapons Company was equipped with a minimum of five 

such radios. All oper?.ted in the Battalion Col!ll11and net with

out any confusion. Hithout the above communication system it 

would have been impossible to successfully control the actions 

of the battalion in this operation. 

2. Surprise is a prerequisite both in night and day 

attacks. 

3. Men must be trained to pass the word back when the 

leading elements of a column resume the advance after a halt. 

When Company L resumed the advance after having been held up 

by the enemy machine guns above Betzdorf, someone in the 

column failed to continue passing the word back. Conseqaently 

the \'lea pons Plato on lost contact and the company was '.vi tho at 
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its supporting weapons for several hours. 

4. Night attacks when properly launched increase the 

success of a unit and decrease the casualties of the unit. 

5. When an e.t tack is launched it must be pushed agress

ively in order to keep the enemy off-balance. 

6. Staff officers of units lower than Division must be 

prepared and must be capable of assuming co~~and responsibilities 

on the spur of the moment during a battle. 
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